)
\

Shrines in and around

BAGHDAD

Photographs by Yahya Forouzandeh

Sharib Press



Shrines in and around

BAGHDAD

Photographs by Yahya Forouzandeh

Copyright © 2025 Shrib Press.

All rights reserved.
Photos by Yahya Frouzandeh 0833958 o bauwgi L yuSe
Introduction and English Text Edit by Jamiluddin Mortis Zahuri 6365 30 ol ias baawgs cwndSl (yio yilyg g deddo
Graphic and Layout by Kara Fouladi Y58 )5 bawgs lyldmbio g SLdlS
Farsi Text Edit by Nazanin Ilkhani S 1536 bawgs oyl yie iolyag
Preparation for Printing Laila Shabankari Sl Y bawgs Ol sl (g3 lwoslel
Sharib Press - Aug 2025 YoV 0 cawgST - oyl eyl
Printed in Tehran, Iran had ol 33 sad Ll

Sharib Press

Contents

Hazrat Ali ibn Abi Taleb ........ccoeoveiieieieeeeeeee e 7

Imam al-Husayn ibn Al .........ccoooieiiiieieceeceeeeeeee 11
Hazrat Habib al-Ajami ...........ccccceveieiiiiieieeeceeeeeeeee, 13
Hazrat Abu Sulaiman Dawud Ta’1 .......ccccceeevieviecieicieieeeeee, 15
Hazrat Ma’ruf ibn Firuz al-Karkhi .............ccooooeiiiiiii, 17
Hazrat Sart Saqati ........ccceeeeiiiiiiieieieieeeeeee e 21
Hazrat Abdul al-Qasim al-Junayd Baghdadi ..............cccceviuinnnnnee. 23
Hazrat Abu Bakr al-Shebli ..........ccooveiieieiiieeeeeeee 25
Shaykh Abdul-Qadir al-Jilani ...........c.cceevevieiveniciieieeeeeeee, 28
Hazrat Mansour Hallaj ...........c.cccooveieiiiiiiiieeccceeeeeee 35
Shaykh Omar Suhrewardi ............ccccvevieieieiinrieiceeeeeeeeeeeee, 39
Hazrat Abu Hamid al-Ghazali ............cccoovieineieeeeee, 41
Imam Abu Hanifah ............ccoooieeoiiiee 43
Imam Musa ibn Jafar al-Kazim .............ccooeeveieieieicieeeeee 45
Imam Muhammed ibn Ali al-Jawad ...........cccooeveiiieieieiiee, 45

For address of the Shrines scan the QR codes. 2SSl ly oS QR plie sl gly



a8

Y e ([ow‘dg..]&) Aol ol Sle wipas
| TP ([ow\da.LC) LYLC O Oy ‘o‘.o‘
Y ettt e e e e enar s ee e e e e nae s e s eanansessanannnnnns (SOZXE > LIy
YO rrreereeerrererrrrrrreeeeee e S yuas o 39l ladw gl s>
Y e e e rae e s e e eenes >3 3958 o Bg im0 Wipas
| JE OO POP R PRRRPPRRIN Shiw g wypas
| SO UUP PR PPPPRTRN (53‘.\&?.) Sl [o.wl.a.”y‘ I ypa>
LA OO Shs SOl wipas
FA ettt ettt SIS yolllase s
| (A U RTRRORRRRRRRPRRRRRRRR V> jgae wyas
) e ST PRIPPURRRRPPORt G 3oL Sl
|l OO PUPPRPPPPRRRPPPPN Sl sologl wypas
|k R TP PUTU RPN EEIVES] ‘oLo\
| f A U fo.bLf).op R W0 ‘oLo‘
FO s (Slgzdl) 85 domo olol

Introduction.

The wealth of Baghdad in the view of many is measured in financial terms, but amongst the earnest seekers of Truth
it is the presence of the souls of the Imams and the great mystics that is the source of the inestimable magnificence
and splendour that this great historical city may justly lay claim to.

This book presents in artistic photographic form some of the great shrines to be found in Baghdad itself or nearby. It
is the work of a young seeker of spiritual truth, who is a dentist by profession but a truth seeker by inclination. The
pictures were taken during a short visit to Baghdad in 2025. The visit was inspired by Hazrat Zahurul Hassan Sharib
(1917-1996).

The pictures are accompanied by brief information about the life of those who lie buried in the tombs and by some of
their sayings. Along with proper perusal of the photographs and study of the texts we are fortunate in being able to visit
in a sense the true heart of great mystics of the past who are still an active and beneficial presence in the world.

Hazrat Abdul Qadir Al Jillani’s shrine is particularly revered throughout the Middle East by Muslims with an interest in
spirituality. The Qadri Order he founded is very much alive today and continues to positively affect the lives of many.

We hope and pray that the labours of Yahya Forouzandeh in taking and presenting these pictures will be amply re-
warded by Allah and that many people will benefit from them.

Thanks are also due to Kara Fouladi, Laila Shabankari, Bahar Tadikonda and Nazanin Ilkhanipour for their technical
support in bringing this book into being. The pictures are also available in the Zahuri Sufi Website. (Zahuri.net)

Jamiluddin Morris Zahuri
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Hazrat Ali ibn Abi Taleb
(D 661 CE- 40 AH)

Hazrat Ali ibn Abi Taleb born 600 CE died 661 CE in
Kufa Iraq. Hazrat Ali joined the holy Prophets house-
hold at a very early age and was the first male to accept
Islam at the holy Prophets hands. He is related to the
holy Prophet by blood being the son of the holy Proph-
et’s uncle. He is deeply revered in Islam as a caliph and
companion of the holy Prophet whom he supported in
the teeth of fierce opposition.

He married Bibi Fatima the daughter of the Holy Proph-
et and is the father of Imam Hasan and imam Hussain.
Most Sufi Orders take him as the fountainhead of their
spirituality and the founder of their mystic order. He
is renowned for his spiritual, moral and physical brav-
ery. He is often called The Lion of God. A particular
act of physical bravery he is known for is storming the
gateway of a town called Khaiber. He is also called the
‘gate of the City of Knowledge’.

He was martyred with a poisoned sword in Kufa after he
became the fourth Caliph. There is some dispute about
whether his body lies buried in Najaf which is more
widely accepted or in Mazar Sharif in Afghanistan.

Hazrat Ali’s sayings can be found in a famous book called
Najhul Balaga. The following are culled from various
secondary sources. Some are quoted from Hazrat Zahurul
Hassan Sharib’s book the “The Reflections of the Mys-
tics of Islam™ and others from The “Path of Mysticism”
by Hazrat Nawab Khadim Hasan. We have also summa-
rised a story about Imam Ali in the “Masnevi” of Mevlana
Rumi.

He says:

“A dervish is a lover of Allah and the lover of Allah is
sure to win the love of His creatures”.

“Hide the good you do and make known the good done
to you™.
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Martyrdom mihrab
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Hazrat Ali ibn Abi Taleb

Further he says:

“There are two hungry persons whose stomachs are
never full. The one who seeks knowledge and the one
who seeks the world”.

“Contentment is that treasure which can never be deleted”.

“Be generous but not extravagant. Be thrifty but not mi-
serly”.

In the Masnevi of Mevlana Jalaluddin Rumi (volume
one - from line 3721) there is a story illustrating the
nature of Hazrat Ali.

Hazrat Ali was engaged in a sword fight with an in-
fidel knight. He defeated the knight and was about
to kill him when that infidel spat in his face. Hazrat
Ali stopped in his tracks and loosened his grip on his
sword. The knight asked him why he desisted from
killing him since he had won. Hazrat Ali told him
that when he had spat on him it aroused his anger. He
would not allow himself to kill someone in anger he
only killed persons in the way of God not from his
personal feelings. That man asks for the declaration
of faith as he was so impressed with Hazrat Ali.
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Shrine of Imam Husayn

Imam al-Husayn ibn Ali
(680 CE- 61 AD)

Imam al-Husayn ibn Ali is one of the most beloved
figures in Islam — the grandson of the holy Prophet
Muhammad, the son of Ali ibn Abi Talib and Sayy-
idah Fatimah al-Zahra, and the younger brother of
Imam al-Hasan.

In Karbala (61 AH / 680 CE) he, with about 72 fam-
ily members, was surrounded by the army of Yazid.
They were denied water for days and endured suf-
fering. On 10th of Muharram he and his compan-
ions were martyred. He refused to give allegiance to
Yazid. His sacrifice became a symbol of resistance
against oppression for all Muslims.

In the sufi tradition Imam Husayn is often seen as
the ultimate lover. He sacrificed everything for divine
truth and justice.

His stand at Karbala is interpreted as the epitome
of ish-e-haqiqiq (true divine love) a theme central
to Sufi thought. His death is not mourned as a trag-
edy alone but celebrated as a spiritual victory over
the lower self and worldliness. Many Sufi poets and
mystics invoke Husayn as a model of the insan al-ka-
mil (perfect human being) someone who embodies
total submission to Gods will.
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Hazrat Habib al-Ajami
(D 738 CE - 119AH)

Hazrat Habib al-Ajami was a renowned Sufi Saint of
the 8th century. He was a disciple of Hazrat Hasan-
al-Basri. Hazrat Habib al-Ajami was known for his
deep sincerity in worship, humilty and constant re-
membrance of God (dhikr). He is respected among
the early Saints of Islam and has a revered place in
Sufi literature such as Tadhkirat al-Awliya by Hazrat
Farududdin Attar.

It is said that Hasan al-Basri went to Habib al-Ajami
at the time of evening prayers. Hasan heard Habib al-
Ajami mispronounce a word during prayer. He con-
sidered it improper to then say his prayers with him
and said them separately. During the night he dreamed
the Lord spoke to him ‘Hasan if you had stood be-
hind al-Ajami and said your prayers you would have
earned our pleasure, and that single prayer of yours
would have borne thee greater benefit that all prayers
taken together that you have offered in your lifetime.
You found fault with his pronunciation but ignored
the purity and excellence of his heart. Know that we
cherish a contrite heart much more than the correct
pronunciation of words’. (Translated from Tadhkirat al
Auliya)

It is said that he was sitting in a corner muttering,
“Anyone not content with you shall never be con-
tent. If someone’s eyes do not perceive Your light, let
their eyes remain blind. And whoever does not share
a connection with You shall have no closeness with
anyone else”. (Translated from Tadhkirat al Auliya)

The dervish said, “I saw Habib in a magnificent state.
I thought to myself, ‘He must be a foreigner. From
where did he attain this rank?’ A voice was heard...
Yes he is a foreigner (Ajami) but he is dear (Habib)”.
(Translated from Tadhkirat al Auliya)

Shrine of Hazrat Habib Ajami
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