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Introduction.

There are few cities in the world that can lay claim to such a magnificent history of spirituality as the capital of
Fars - Shiraz. A true jewel in the crown of ancient Persia and a treasure of modern Iran.

Hafiz Shirazi is of course inextricably woven into the history and the living spirituality of Shiraz. He is universally
admired and extolled for his great poetry and can be classified as one of the great poets of the world. Admired and
even envied by writers like Goethe and Emerson his place in the galaxy of mystic poets is assured but it is not al-
ways understood how deeply spiritual his works are and how inspired by his mystic experiences. He is used today
by many for his unique ability to throw light upon modern events across the centuries. People in Iran often consult
his writings to gain insight into their own predicaments. Beyond this his writings convey a depth of knowledge of
spirituality that is truly inspired.

The spiritual greatness of Shiraz would indeed be secured by this great poet alone but in fact as this book shows,
there have beeng many great mystics of Shiraz, over the ages, that have contributed to its renown. The tombs of
many have been obscured but some remain and have been wonderfully revealed by excellent photographs in this
volume. They are the work of a young photographer Nur Jamil Zahuri, who has a genuine interest in the subject.
The texts in English and Farsi are taken in part from the writings of Maryam Teimoori Moghaddam who has written
a recent book on the subject to be published shortly in England. The Farsi version is already available. The first rate
technical production was in the hands of Kara Fouladi.

We pray that this volume will open up to a new audience the spiritual wealth of Shiraz and that the writer, photogra-
pher, and technical producer will be amply rewarded by the blessings of Allah and the saints buried in that city.

Jamiluddin Morris Zahuri
Nov 2025
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Sheikh Abu Saeb

Sheikh Abu Saeb was a great Sufi of the 3rd century Hi-
jri. His shrine is known as A’sar Rasulallah (or the Rel-
ics of the Prophet Muhammad) . It is said that his father
was a wealthy merchant. When his father passed away,
his two sons divided their father’s property according to
God’s law.When it came to the hair of the Holy Prophet
(peace be upon him), Sheikh Abu Saeb said, “The hair of
the Holy Prophet is so precious, noble, and glorious that
we cannot divide it with scissors. [ accept this bounty and
blessing that God has bestowed upon me, and you may
take the rest of the inheritance.” Thus, Sheikh Abu Saeb
took the hair, placed it on his eyes, and then kept it in
his pocket. Throughout his life, he would smell it, kiss it,
and recite Durood Sharif (prayers in praise of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad). When his death approached, he
made the following will: “When you wash my body and
wrap me in the shroud, perfume me and place this blessed
hair in my right eye. May it be that God showers mercy
upon me through this blessed hair, for I have nothing else
to offer.” His friends carried out his wishes as instructed.
Later, a righteous man saw the Holy Prophet in a dream,
and the Prophet told him, “Tell the people that whoever

R P

G gl slie vl g2 pguw daw yle 3| Coludlgl B
g1 sl 532U gl 33 309550 sl yopdie Jgusy LT
hoaw gladle G wedly yuo 93wy (139 o2
wdluy wpa> g0 & 5z 595 mreds )l ployd @b
Sdedz g s353e ol 3l oy g0 redS Cilullg cia
piliwse oSy (S o)l (hie 4 &5 cuul yiand o
ol 035 (30 (59 B Gl &S Sy g S ol o
5 v Jlo plad (apdly lile Cylbuw Jlo plad o5 g
Sedlo iz 3 g Wi wdly wiypds gg0 Ciludlg) Gui
6ol ol 998 5o b yae wio 43 g ol 395 w43 g
Sliundio Jowy 5 sbus wlglo g slbso dwgr 9 350
085 9 Sod o 9z 45 S oy Wy LW yoz
oy @iz 33 dogyS g30 ol S s> 9 wldige
oo 3 e Gl danS (530 ol Sy @ S0 W o
&Sy edly wpas 105 Vlgs 38 cusdlo 1 S lilass
2 il Golo |y o) 45 (uSym oS (5550 |y pledyer 1350y8
Joolo sl dllelisy) 45 aully 5 sl Coludlgy) 58 o
ol 4532 g 03,8 of eyl wuad s EMS (g €39
@iy 85le 530 oS g jliel g 392 slow 35 w50
pledlyls GliunysS oo 0390l cradds slie sidi50 03k Jouwy

has a need or difficulty should come to Abu Saeb’s tomb el ygpdno
and ask for it to be resolved. By God’s will, they shall
receive what they desire.” Soon afterward, many people
began visiting his shrine on pilgrimage. Even horse riders
who reached that point would dismount to pay respect to
the blessed hair of the Holy Prophet. Sheikh Abu Saeb’s
i tomb is located in the graveyard of Daruselm.
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Hafiz Shirazi

Khawaja Shamsuddin Muhammad known as Hafiz Shi-
razi is a great mystic of the 8th century Hijri. It is general-
ly agreed that Hafiz was born in Shiraz between 720 and
727 Hijri and died in 791 Hijri.

Hafiz’s interest in poetry comes from his childhood.
To begin with Hafiz’s poems lacked structure and even
the necessary sublime thought. The turning point came
when, from suffering so much criticism, Hafiz became
despondent. He sought refuge at the shrine of Ibn-e
Bakuye. That night a dream came to him of Hazrat Ali,
putting some morsel of food in his mouth. That person-
age informed him that the gate of Divine Knowledge
had been opened to him. On waking Hafiz found he was
full of inner peace and joy. He had realized a deep pow-
er within that was to affect his life and his poetic ability
deeply. The respect Hafiz is held in,may have more to do
with his poetry as high art or with its power of prognos-
tication, but I suspect that, as always, with Hafiz there is
an ambiguity: seek the fine art in Hafiz - you find it; seek
the spirituality of a saint - you find it; seek a prognostica-
tion — you find it.

Based on his reading of Hafiz’s poetry Hz Zahurul Hassan
Sharib has described Hafiz as a man who led a chaste and
simple life and who enjoyed the wealth of contentment,
showing remarkable patience at times of difficulty. From
its poetry it is possible to deduce that he had involvement
with the royal courts at various periods of his time. He
emphasized the importance of service to Dervishes and
unflinching love for the spiritual guide but hated hypoc-
risy in its various guises. His constant preoccupation was
with the love of God. He faced oppositions from many
of conservative and an orthodox frame of mind but re-
mained resolute against all odds. Amongst the issues that
created dislike or even hatred from the orthodox were the
references to wine-drinking, music and profligacy.
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